
RESOLUTION 
 

WHEREAS, the El Paso/Juarez Community embraces the international nature of our 
community and believes that our border joins us and does not divide us. 
  

WHEREAS, in 2003, trade through the land ports along the U.S.-Mexico Border 
represented about 83 percent of the trade between the countries.  Together, the top 10 ports of 
entry account for 98 percent of trade passing through the border.  El Paso had approximately 
20.2 percent of the exports, which put the city only behind Laredo in volume.  As to numbers of 
overall inspections of people, El Paso surpasses all ports of entry in Texas.  With $152 billion in 
land trade with Mexico, Texas surpassed other states by far: California ($30 billion), Arizona 
($12 billion) and New Mexico ($1.1 billion); 
 

WHEREAS, the balance of the facilitation of trade with the need to make our 
community secure has long been of principle importance; 
 

WHEREAS, the El Paso community has worked with representatives and agencies in 
Mexico and the United States for many years to create secure trade and traffic programs, 
including the first Dedicated Commuter Lane (“DCL”) and Fast and Secure Trade (“FAST”) in 
Texas; 
 

WHEREAS, current immigration law does not have timely legal alternatives to allow 
companies or individuals to employ such essential workers as those needed in the construction, 
healthcare, restaurant, transportation, hotel, elder care, and child care job sectors, among others; 
and 
 

WHEREAS, on December 16, 2005, the U.S. House of Representatives passed H.R. 
4437, which fundamentally proposes an enforcement only approach to the complex issue of the 
control of illegal immigration and the improvement of border security. 
 
THEREFORE, BE IT HEREBY: 
 

RESOLVED, that the complex issues of illegal immigration and a porous border cannot 
be fixed by an enforcement only approach. Any solutions must take a multi-layered approach to 
multi-layered issues created over decades of neglect. 
 

RESOLVED, that when addressing issues of border security, the emphasis should be on 
the use of new and emerging technologies that will facilitate legitimate trade and border 
crossings.  
 

RESOLVED, that the construction of a fence along the entire southern border or the 
militarization of the border are not reasonable solutions. 
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RESOLVED, that a solution must address allowing the undocumented in the United 
States who are filling legitimate employment needs a means to obtain legal status without 
placing them ahead of those who applied to enter the U.S. legally. 

 
RESOLVED, that immigration processing backlogs must be reduced for those with valid 

pending applications. 
 

RESOLVED, that new legislation must address document fraud and include severe 
penalties for those who prey upon undocumented aliens. 
 

RESOLVED, that people offering to “assist” an undocumented person in the U.S. by 
providing food, shelter, counseling, or transportation must not be exposed to criminal penalties, 
if they are not engaged knowingly in smuggling or aiding said individuals to enter into the 
United States. 
 

RESOLVED, that the City of El Paso will continue to work in a collaborative manner 
with our Sister City, Ciudad Juarez, Chihuahua, and other governmental entities in the El Paso/ 
Juarez Borderplex to address issues that are unique to the bi-national, multi-cultural community 
in which we live. 

 
RESOLVED, that the City of El Paso will provide input and seek legislation regarding 

border security and immigration reform that is effective, responsible, humanitarian and not an 
encumbrance to international commerce.  
 
ADOPTED this the 4th day of April 2006 by the City Council of the City of El Paso. 
 
 CITY OF EL PASO: 
 
 
       
 John F. Cook 
 Mayor 
ATTEST: 
 
      
Richarda Duffy Momsen 
City Clerk 
 
MEMBERS OF THE EL PASO CITY COUNCIL: 
 
 
             
Ann Morgan Lilly     Susie Byrd 
Representative District 1    Representative District 2 
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Jose Alexandro Lozano    Melina Castro 
Representative District 3    Representative District 4 
 
 
 
 
             
Presi Ortega      Eddie Holguin, Jr. 
Representative District 5    Representative District 6 
 
 
 
             
Steve Ortega      Beto O’Rourke 
Representative District 7    Representative District 8 
 
 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
 
      
Sylvia Borunda Firth 
Assistant City Attorney 


